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Ray-  I think Marilyn Ginsberg has been following this but I don't know to what degree.  This does look like 
something we should compare.  Do you want me to check with her or do you want to just contact her 
directly?

______________________________________
Bruce J. Kobelski, Geologist
Underground Injection Control Program - USEPA
Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water
DWPD (4606M)
(202) 564-3888 or FAX (202) 564-3756

-----Ray Leissner/R6/USEPA/US wrote: ----- 
To: Kobelski.Bruce@EPA.GOV
From: Ray Leissner/R6/USEPA/US
Date: 01/03/2012 03:44PM
Cc: Philip Dellinger/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Patrick Rankin/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, David 
Gillespie/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: Fw: NRC GW Restoration Standards

Bruce, 

Who at HQ would be best to discuss the latest in the NRC's efforts to amend its GW restoration 
standards at ISR sites?  I'm curious to know how those standards compare to our own.  From reading the 
email below from an NRC counterpart, it sounds like they are trying to come closer to agreement with 
what EPA requires at 40 Part 192.  But I may be all wrong.  I'd like to talk to someone in UIC who has 
been following this matter.  Thanks. 

Ray Leissner, Env. Eng.
Ground Water / UIC Section (6WQ-SG)
(214) 665 - 7183
USEPA, Region 6

The FIRST STEP in protecting your ground water is to have your well tested.

----- Forwarded by Ray Leissner/R6/USEPA/US on 01/03/2012 02:11 PM ----- 

From:        "Striz, Elise" <Elise.Striz@nrc.gov> 
To:        Ray Leissner/R6/USEPA/US@EPA 
Cc:        "VonTill, Bill" <Bill.VonTill@nrc.gov> 
Date:        12/21/2011 11:50 AM 
Subject:        NRC GW  Restoration Standards 



Hi Ray, 
  
Per our conversation, I have written up a short summary of our ground water restoration regulations. 
Please note that 10CFR Part 40 Appendix A is an incorporation of the  EPA standards in10 CFR Part 
192.  I have also attached our ISR Standard Review Plan NUREG-1569 and RIS 2009-05 which are 
cited below. If you have any additional questions, please let me or Bill know. 
  
Thanks, 
Elise 
  
All ISR licensees must commit to and meet the NRC regulatory standards for groundwater restoration at 
ISR wellfields which are provided in 10 CFR Part 40 Appendix A Criterion 5B(5). According to Criterion 
5B(5), the concentration of each hazardous constituent may not exceed (a) The Commission approved 
background concentration of that constituent in the groundwater; (b) The respective value given in the 
table in paragraph 5C if the constituent is listed in the table and if the background level of the constituent 
is below the value listed; or (c) an  alternate concentration limit (ACL) is established by the Commission.” 

  
According to the groundwater protection standards in 10 CFR Part 40 Appendix A Criterion 5(B) 5, an 
alternate concentration limit (ACL) for a constituent may be proposed by a licensee.  For an ACL to be 
considered by the NRC, a licensee must submit a license amendment application which meets the 
requirements listed in 10 CFR Part 40, Appendix A, Criterion 5B(6).  Under  Criterion 5B(6), only 
alternate concentration limits that present no significant hazard may be proposed by the licensee; 
therefore,  an ACL is a risk based concentration limit. 
  
Prior to 2009, NRC approval of a restoration which met state “class–of use” groundwater standards was 
acceptable as a secondary standard according to NUREG-1569  ‘Standard Review Plan for in Situ 
Leach Uranium Extraction License Applications.”  In 2009, NRC issued Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS)  
2009-05 which states that the ‘class of use” standard is not an appropriate standard to evaluate license 
applications. RIS 2009-05 states that 10 CFR Part 40 Appendix A Criterion 5B(5) contains the  
appropriate standards that will be applied to groundwater restoration at ISR facilities. As stated in RIS 
2009-05, NRC will no longer approve a restoration based on a secondary standard of “class of use.” 
NRC will only approve a secondary standard of an ACL. 
 

[attachment "sr1569.pdf" removed by Bruce Kobelski/DC/USEPA/US]
[attachment "ML083510622 RIS 2009-05.pdf" removed by Bruce Kobelski/DC/USEPA/US]


